United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bo* 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/026,330 



12/18/2001 



7590 



03/20/2006 

Samuel H. Dworetsky 
AT&T CORP. 
P.O. Box 41 10 

Middletown, NJ 07748-4110 



Barry S. Bosik 



2000-0674 



8079 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



AHMED, SALMAN 

1 



PAPER NUMBER 



2666 



DATE MAILED: 03/20/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



4fc 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/026,330 


Applicant(s) U 
BOSIK ET AL. 


Examiner 

Salman Ahmed 


Art Unit 

2666 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, pages 4-7 of the Remarks section, filed 1/23/2006, with 
respect to the rejections of the claims 1-7 have been fully considered. Applicant has 
cancelled claims 2, 6 and 7. Applicant has amended claims 1, 3 and 5. Applicant has 
added new claims 8 and 9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action (please see below). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 , 3-5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Devillier et al. (US PAT 6366661), hereinafter referred to as Devillier. 

In regards to claim 1, Devillier anticipates a method for managing an incoming 
call to a subscriber terminal (figure 7, element 14) the terminal providing access to 
resources of the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) (figure 7, element 22, 
SSP) and data terminal access (figure 7, element 34, Gateway) to online resources of a 
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packet network (figure 7, element 18, internet) the method comprising: accessing 
packet network (Column 6, Lines 19-23, communications server) to ascertain online 
network status (Column 6, Lines 19-23, current online status) of the subscriber terminal, 
accessing packet network comprising accessing one of an IP network (Column 6, Lines 
19-23, the Internet), an Ethernet, a LAN, and a WAN (Column 6, Lines 19-23, the SCP 
transmits a query to the communications server over the Internet requesting a current 
online status for the subscriber), indicating the arrival of an incoming call to the 
subscriber terminal during an online operation of subscriber terminal by generating a 
message to the subscriber terminal (column 5 lines 41-45, If it is determined that the 
subscriber is indeed online, the server may be informed that an incoming call has been 
received and the server may in turn then provide notification to the subscriber through a 
display graphic which may appear on the subscriber's PC display), and according to 
subscriber preferences, performing one of (a) forwarding the incoming call to voicemail 
(column 5 lines 46-57, the call may be routed to a different location such as voicemail), 
(b) forwarding the incoming call to a forwarding number (column 5 lines 46-57, a 
forwarding number), and (c) activating an options selection menu at subscriber terminal 
to provide the subscriber with options to handle the incoming call, options including at 
least one of forwarding the call to a specific number, handling the call via a VoIP 
service, and sending the call to voicemail (column 5 lines 46-57, the display graphic is 
interactive in nature and a subscriber may make a selection as to how to route a 
particular call. Once this selection is made, the switching point is directed to carry out 
the instructions, which may include routing the call to the subscriber once the Internet 
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connection is terminated, routing an audio connection to the subscriber through a router 
connected to the Internet such that a conversation may be had employing IP telephony, 
or the call may be routed to a different location such as voicemail, a forwarding number, 
or a location in which the caller will hear an audio message). 

In regards to claim 3, Devillier anticipates one of the accessing, indicating, and 
performing steps occurs at one of a local exchange carrier (figure 7 element 16, 
communication server), at a private branch exchange (figure 7 element 22 SSP), or at 
equipment situated on the subscriber's premises (figure 7, element 14). 

In regards to claim 4, Devillier anticipates storing the subscriber preferences in a 
memory where preferences include at least one of a call forwarding number, a voicemail 
directive, and an Internet call waiting directive (column 8 lines 23-28 and column 5 lines 
46-57, the server informs the SCP that the subscriber is currently online the SCP then 
requests the identification information from the LIDB. Once the identification information 
is retrieved, it is included in an interactive graphical screen display, which is presented 
on the subscriber's PC. The display graphic is interactive in nature and a subscriber 
may make a selection as to how to route a particular call. Once this selection is made, 
the switching point is directed to carry out the instructions, which may include routing 
the call to the subscriber once the Internet connection is terminated, routing an audio 
connection to the subscriber through a router connected to the Internet such that a 
conversation may be had employing IP telephony, or the call may be routed to a 
different location such as voicemail, a forwarding number, or a location in which the 
caller will hear an audio message). 
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In regards to claim 5, Devillier anticipates the step of dynamically enabling at 
least one of said indicating, forwarding, and activating in accordance with an on-line 
status of the subscriber (Column 2, lines 27-34, If it is determined that the subscriber is 
not currently logged onto the internet, the SCP may instruct the local switching point to 
route the call to the subscriber's line as normal. This may include directing the call to the 
subscriber's home phone. If the server returns a message indicating that the subscriber 
is currently online, the SCP may then perform a search of the LIDB to locate 
identification information for the incoming caller. 

In regards to claim 8, Devillier anticipates extracting subscriber preference 
information from a network database (column 7 lines 1-8, communications server) and 
executing at least one call handling step in accordance with said subscriber preferences 
(column 7 lines 1-8, If, routing information is received from the communications server, 
the SCP will direct the SSP accordingly. If the subscriber wishes to ignore the 
telephone call, the call may be routed to the same or another AIN IP where an audio 
message will be played informing the caller that the subscriber is currently online and is 
not taking telephone calls). 

In regards to claim 9, Devillier anticipates generating a message (column 5 lines 
41-45, notification) to subscriber terminal comprises generating a message directing the 
display of a notice viewable on a display monitor associated with subscriber terminal 
(column 5 lines 41-45, If it is determined that the subscriber is indeed online, the server 
may be informed that an incoming call has been received and the server may in turn 
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then provide notification to the subscriber through a display graphic which may appear 
on the subscriber's PC display). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salman Ahmed whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8307. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571)272-3088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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